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This inspirational book is a biographical narrative that
reveals the unique thought process, grand vision,
untiring efforts and enthralling anecdotes of top
achieversin the field of private education in Bihar.

Every article is based on the information shared by
the featured person in a freewheeling chat with the
author. On certain occasions, additional information
and photographs were provided by them through
their representatives or sourced from the featured
organisation's website or its publication available in
the public domain.

This book does not claim any proximity to any of the
persons mentioned herein nor does it stake any claim
to being a ranking or survey based listing. This book
is just marketed by Music Broadcast Limited,
Mumbai, India. Music Broadcast Limited, Mumbai,

India, or its employees cannot be held responsible or
liable in any manner for any loss or damage caused
to any related person or any third party in any way
due to mistakes, omissions which may have
inadvertently crept in despite care & caution. In no
event will Music Broadcast Limited, Mumbai, India,
be liable for any loss or damage, including without
limitation, direct, indirect, incidental, special,
consequential or punitive loss or damages or any
loss or damage whatsoever arising out of this book.

No part of this publication may be reduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by
any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise —without prior permission
of the publisher.

All Rights Reserved.
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PREFACE

machinery. They have been doing exceptionally well in the corporate

world as well as in different areas of scientific research, medical and
engineering. Credit goes to those selfless souls who truly cared about serving
the society and worked tirelessly to upgrade the lives of people around them.

I I ' oday, people from Bihar are the backbone of Indian administrative

Towards the end of the 20th century, certain people took it upon themselves to
prepare the future generations of Bihar to meet the challenges of globalisation
as well as to make the most of the opportunities it was supposed to bring to the
country.

There was a new awakening. Bihar witnessed yet another phase of reform —
introduction of English medium schools imparting modern education.
Everyone who decided to make a contribution did it for self satisfaction... no
matter whether they belonged to a princely state... or came from a family that
hasbeen producing top professionals for generations.

As we are approaching the end of the first quarter of the 21st century, we
decided to look for those unsung heroes and document their efforts for
posterity. We travelled the length-and-breadth of Bihar and came across
several individuals who braved the challenges and continued the mission. We
zeroed in on indigenously developed CBSE-affiliated schools and selected
one top institution from each district.

This book, “Educational Alchemists: Transforming Bihar's Districts,”
celebrates the legacy of twenty visionary educators who transformed socio-
economic conditions in their neighbourhood through quality education.

As you flip through pages of the book, you will come across stories of several
real life heroes including someone who was a UGC scholar with a PhD degree
at an early age of 23 but decided to forego a lucrative career in research and
academics to serve the society. The book also traces the cases of top corporate
professionals who quit their jobs to give positive direction to hundreds of
youth in small towns. While certain edupreneurs came forward and
established quality schools offering modern education, several educationists
also resigned from top institutions in big cities and returned home to serve
childrenin their neighbourhood.

We present this book to you with great expectations that it will help shine a
light on such a dynamic region of India, demonstrating that the challenges
and opportunities confronting Bihar are unique and worthy of discussion by
academics, businesses and governments.

—IMRAN MOJIB



FOREWORD

“Education is not merely the imparting of knowledge;
it is the key to unlocking the vast potential within every individual!”

s we delve into the pages of 'Educational Alchemists
A Transforming Bihar's Districts,” we embark on a journey

through the educational landscape of Bihar, a state

committed to the transformative power of learning.

Over the past decade, Bihar has witnessed a remarkable shift in its
approach to education. The rise of private schools has played a
pivotal role in shaping the educational narrative, offering not just
classrooms but vibrant spaces where young minds can thrive and
evolve. In this Coffee Table Book, we celebrate these institutions
that have become beacons of quality education, providing a
platform for holistic development.

Each school featured in these pages represents more than just an
institution; it symbolises a commitment to nurturing young talents,

Ashit Kukian fostering a globally-inclusive community, and providing endless

CEO, Radio City extracurricular opportunities for character development. These
educational alchemists are moulding the future of Bihar, one
studentatatime.

However, we must acknowledge the challenges that persist.
Disparities in infrastructure, varying student-teacher ratios, and
the quest for quality education create concerns for parents seeking
the best for their children. This book serves not only as a tribute to
the achievements of these schools but also as a guide for parents
navigating the important decision of choosing the right educational
path for their wards.

Our Radio City team has embarked on an initiative to showcase a
visual and editorial journey through the rich history and legacy of
these schools. This book is our effort to honour and showcase the
dedication and passion of educators who play a pivotal role in
shaping the future of Bihar.

May this compilation serve as a source of inspiration and
information, igniting conversations that transcend words. Let us
collectively strive towards a future where every child in Bihar has
access to quality education, unlocking their limitless potential.

— Ashit Kukian
CEO, Radio City
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Leading Students on An
Exponential Growth Curve |

The Scottish Public School, Katihar, is a classic example of how the troika of
school, teachers and parents affects a child's overall development and helps
them excel in every sphere of life. Its extraordinary journey encompassing
three decades proves its crucial role in shaping the future generation of Katihar

very city has a story to tell, and it tells its

stories in a myriad of different ways. The

residents of Katihar have their own story to
tell. The story showcases the transformation of a
remote town into a hub of knowledge through the
journey of the Scottish Public School, Katihar. The
school made a humble beginning in 1991 in a rented
apartment in Katihar. Today it has become a group of
senior secondary schools serving over 8,000 students.

This extraordinary journey showcases the untiring
efforts of its founder Dr. Avinash Kumar. After
completing his schooling at the famous Netarhat
Vidyalaya, he went to Patna for higher education and
earned a Masters degree from the prestigious Patna
University. Later he went to the eminent Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi, and earned a PhD.

Dr. Avinash Kumar was actively participating in
social causes. It was his immense interest in serving
the society that led him to start the first English
school in Katihar. He founded the Scottish Public
School in 1991 in a rented building with a few
enthusiastic teachers full of vigour to impart quality
education. Every teacher had the purpose to serve
the society.

Geet Avinash, Director of Scottish Public
School, Katihar, said, “The town was then
struggling to grow with very few schools.
When this school was set up in 1991, no one
would have expected it to become such a big
school with campuses in various corners of
Katihar district as well as in the neighbouring
district of Araria.”




l l Our accomplishments over the past thirty
years and our reputation as one of the top schools
exemplify the success of our educational model -
an international school with an Indian mind, an
Indian heart and an Indian soul. All of these
inspire us to continue to do our best, in preparing
children for the 21st century
— Dr. Avinash Kumar

He said, “Today, about 8,000 students study at five
schools of the group. We are trying to help them
grow in every possible manner. We are preparing
them to become global leaders instead of helping just
a few children to do well in their chosen fields. We
are also fortunate that our students are taking their
studies, sports all seriously. They have been
performing well in studies, sports in every possible
manner and all round growth of the students.”

The school is preparing its students for global
leadership in every field. They are trained not to
constrain themselves to an extent where medical and
engineering are considered the only path to success.

Geet said, “There are a wide range of courses to
follow for a fulfilling career. And we are trying in
every possible manner to help the students make an
independent decision when the time comes and
remain confident that they can excel in every field.
To achieve this, we have equipped the school with
the latest technology as well.”

“While only a few schools talk about AI and
Robotics, we have set up two Robotics labs, teaching
the students Al, Augmented Reality, Virtual Reality
... whatever is required for modern day education,”
he added.

Challenges

But it was not an easy journey. The school was
started in a small rented apartment without any
playground. There were times when other members
in the family used to pitch in when a teacher was
absent. Poor financial condition was another
important aspect that posed some sort of challenges.
A glance at the school campus reveals it as the entry
to the campus is quite narrow but it has a sprawling
campus behind the main building. That was because
the land was purchased later on. The campus and
buildings grew in different phases.

“Our focus remained on teachers and students. We
alwaysbelieved that teachers are the pillars. If we have
good teachers, students will come. If we do not have
good teachers, students will not come, no matter how
big and modern the school building is,” he said.

The school started in 1991with limited classes --
Nursery to Grade 5. New classes were added every
following year till it reached Grade 8. It was not
upgraded further because students used to go to
government schools for Grade 9th and 10th due to
the board examinations. Till then, the CBSE-
affiliated schools were only a few that too in the
neigbouring districts Araria and Purnia.

“We had to wait till the scenario changed in favour of
the CBSE-affiliated schools. We extended the
facilities and got the Grade 10th affiliation in 2004.
First batch of about 70 students appeared for Grade
10 examination in 2004, all of them came out in flying
colours, with most of the students scoring about 90
per cent. It gave a big boost to the school and the
number increased substantially. For the next few
yearsit continued till Grade 10.

In 2010, the school got the affiliation for Grade 12.
The six year gap was deliberate, as the management
wanted to have proper set up, the required
infrastructure and truly good teachers for the senior
secondary classes. Since there was a lack of good
teachers in Humanities in Katihar, the school limited
its offering to Science and Commerce streams.



“Fortunately, everything went in the right
direction. And we are here from a small rented
apartment to this campus and with five
independent schools,” he added.

Success Stories

The school has many success stories to its credit.
Recently, Shashank Sinha who studied from Grade
1-12 at the school cracked NEET 2023 and achieved
AIR 4. He was a district topper in Grade 10th with 99
per cent and topped again in Grade 12th
examination with 97.4 per cent.

There are many students who are working hard.
Many of them cracked medical and engineering
entrance tests successfully. Credit goes to teachers-
students relations and their confidence in each other,
their chemistry. The students have trust in the
teachers that they will always guide them in the right
direction and help them achieve what they desire.
And the confidence of teachers on their students that
they will follow whatever is taught by them.

Geet said that parents, teachers and school all three
are important for a child's overall development.

“We have provided whatever is necessary for a
quality education -- fully equipped labs, a rich
library and qualified teachers. We have complete
trust in our teachers. They have the motivation to
serve the students. The students have confidence

that everyone around them is ready to help them
achieve the best in their career. The guardian's
confidence matters as well. They must have
confidence in the school,” he added.

He also pointed out that the guardian's role is also
important for a child's overall growth. Giving
quality time to them is a key factor. During PTMs,
they are advised to give a certain amount of time to
children every day. Otherwise it is not easy to
achieve overall development of their wards.
Their wards may lag behind in one or the other
sphere of life.

Strength from Grade 10th to 12th goes down
every year, because several students go to Kota,
Delhi or Patna to prepare for competitive exams.
This trend will change only when parents will
realise and put their trust in good teachers
available locally.

“We provide good teachers who guide the students
to understand the subject matter. We tell them about
the opportunities available here. We do career
counseling and organise seminars for parents to tell
them what is required for their wards' actual
development. We also invite psychologists to help
them. We have counsellors who visit frequently.
There are experienced teachers who also provide
them with required guidance and emotional
support,” he added.




Strength

Teachers are the great strength of this school. A good
number of teachers have been associated for the past
10-12 years. The Principal and Vice Principal of the
school have been with the school for the past 20-25
years. It gives confidence to parents as well. Even
students feel safe with the same teachers.

Geet said, “Our caring and committed teachers are
our pillars of strength. They teach our children not
just with their minds but with their hearts. They
make learning enjoyable and rewarding, and
imbibe in children the importance of sound values.
Our excellent educational programmes are
complemented by state-of- the-art facilities and
resources, and our focus on sports and co-
curricular opportunities facilitates children's
holistic education.”

The school has also ensured to keep the curriculum
updated with the constantly changing technology in
education. We believe that a curriculum of excellence
with a global dimension is central to the education of
children to face the challenges of the 21st century
with confidence and strength of character.

Holistic Education

The school has formed various groups to promote
extracurricular activities among students. Some of
the groups are Health and Wellness Club, Nature
Club, Literary Club and Science Club

Health and Wellness Club favourably influences the
habits, attitude and knowledge relating to an
individual and community. This club modifies the

students' behaviour towards the attainment of
optimum health. It encourages students to maintain
physical fitness which is an important component of
wellness.

The Nature Club aims at inculcating an appreciation
of nature among students and encouraging them to
participate in a variety of conservation initiatives. Its
efforts include inviting leading environmentalists to
the school to talk to students and sensitise them to
the opportunities and challenges in addressing
environmental issues, organising an annual tree
planting day and participating in important nature-
oriented programmes. Students also work on
recycling waste and reduction of consumption on
campus by recycling paper and providing support to
thelocal rag-pickers of Barrackpore.

The objective of the Literary Club is to promote the
literary seal amongst the students. The activities
undertaken by the members of the club would
encompass the promotion of student's debate. Work
closely with members of staff regarding the
organisation of literary competitions and festivals,
develop listening, speaking and writing skills, to
learn to be a part of group discussions, extempore
speech, debate etc. The school also hosts an English
fiesta, a week-long literature festival every year.

The Science Club helps students to acquire basic
knowledge of science. To develop a scientific way of
learning, to develop awareness of and concern for
scientific issues in personal , social , environmental
and technological contexts. The students are taught
the different concepts of science through interesting
activities.



MILESTONES

1991 : Scottish Public School, Katihar,
started in a rented apartment in
Katihar.

2004 : Extended the facilities up to Grade
10th and got affiliated by the CBSE,

New Delhi.

: First batch of about 70 students
appeared for Grade 10 examination,
all of them came out in flying colours.

: Theschool gotaffiliationup to Grade 12.

2004

2010

It was followed by three more schools in
various parts of Katihar and one in
Araria.

Expansion

The extraordinary performances of students of the
Scottish Public School, Katihar, have made it popular
across the district as well as in the neighbouring
districts. A number of parents sent their wards to the
hostel. But it was not possible for most of the parents.
Soon, parents from various locations requested the
management to open branches of the school in their
neighbourhood.

Geet said that starting a new school was a great
challenge. But the increasing public demand
compelled us to start schools in various locations as it
was difficult for students to travel 25-30 kilometres
every day.

Today, the Scottish Public School has become a
group of institutions running four schools in Katihar
and onein Araria.

Second school of the group was established in
Araria, with the same name -- Scottish Public School,
Araria .This schoolis also affiliated by the CBSE up to
+2level. Itis currently serving about 1300 students.

Third school, Scottish English School, was opened in
Katihar town to serve students of the junior classes,
from Nursery to Grade 4, as it was getting difficult
for the young children to travel to the main campus.

Scottish Ideal School, Semapur, Katihar, became the
fourth one which is serving about 800 students from
Nursery to Grade 10. Fifth school of the group was
established in Barsoi, Katihar, with the same name
Scottish Public School.

The management is planning to open a new school in
Manihari, Katihar, which is approx 25 kilometres
away from the first school. Land has been acquired,
construction will begin soon.

The management is also planning to start a new
campus of the parent school in Katihar town which
will serve students from Nursery to Grade 8. Academic
activities at thenew campus will begin in 2025.

“The decision to open new schools was part of our
mission with which we started the first school in
1991. As the population is growing, opening new
schools has become necessary. Our focus remains on
good teachers and every student's overall
development. We do not go after numbers. We go
after quality. We go after Truth, Service and
Discipline. These words are the three pillars that
have kept us standing tall for the past three decades
and we will continue to follow it,” concluded Geet. mf%
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and
the journey
continues ...
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MUSIC BROADCAST LIMITED
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